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1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 This report seeks a key decision to approve the Council’s response (Appendix 1)        
to Thames Water’s Counters Creek Sewer Flooding Alleviation Scheme public 
consultation held between 20th November 2014 and the 8th February 2015.  

1.2 The need for the scheme is not questioned. The Council supports the principle of 
Thames Water’s holistic solution to the problem which includes the flood 
alleviation scheme. The proposed Council’s response provides comments on the 
site selection, alternative sites and proposed sites, in particular, relating to the 
impacts on the local areas affected. 
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2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 I recommend that the Cabinet Member for Planning Policy, Transport and Arts 
approves the response (Appendix 1). 

3. REASONS FOR DECISION 

3.1 The Royal Borough has suffered a series of flooding events, the most recent in 
2007. The main problem comes from the ingress of rainwater into the sewer 
system which is close to capacity. The sewer system is then overwhelmed and 
discharges sewer water into the lower part of properties (basements or lower 
ground floors). Since 2007 we have been working closely with Thames Water to 
address sewer water flooding. 

3.2 The Council supports the holistic solution to the problem proposed in the 
consultation. This includes the flood alleviation scheme to increase the sewer 
capacity, the installation of positively pumped devices to stop the sewers 
surcharging into lower properties and the increase of sustainable drainage 
systems (SuDS) to reduce surface water run-off entering the sewers.  

3.3 The response to the consultation sets out the impacts that the construction and 
permanent structures in the proposed sites in the Borough will have and the 
ways of potentially mitigating them. This response will be taken into consideration 
when the proposed scheme reaches the planning application stage (without 
prejudice to its determination). 

4. BACKGROUND  

4.1 The flood alleviation scheme is part of the solution along with the installation of 
positively pumped devices to stop the sewers surcharging into the properties and 
the increase of SuDS to reduce surface water run-off entering the sewers.  

4.2 Ofwat approved the funds needed to undertake the Counters Creek Flood 
Alleviation Scheme in December 2014. There will be two rounds of consultations 
before the scheme is submitted as a planning application(s). The first 
consultation (preferred sites) which is current and the second consultation which 
will start in May 2015. The planning application(s) will be submitted in November 
2015 (for which the statutory planning application consultation procedures will be 
undertaken). Thames Water is aiming to start construction in 2017 and finalise 
the scheme in 2020. 

5. PROPOSAL AND ISSUES  

5.1 The consultation proposes to intercept seven sewers and collect flows from them 
at five points (see map 1 below). Three of those five points are located in RBKC, 
with the remainder in Hammersmith & Fulham. Thames Water’s preferred sites 
are those which Thames Water suggests will allow protection for a larger amount 
of properties whilst minimising disruption for local residents. 
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5.2 The main drive site is proposed in the car park adjacent to Kensington Olympia 
(point 1). The construction period will be three and a half years and the site will 
be used to drive the tunnel boring machine north and south to the reception sites. 

 

Map 1: Proposed storm relief sewer. 

5.3 The reception sites in RBKC are proposed to be located in Upper Addison 
Gardens and Cremorne Wharf (points 4 and 5 in the map respectively). The site 
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in Upper Addison Gardens is highly constrained but it was chosen as it would 
allow using one construction site to intercept two storm relief sewers. The site is 
located on the road which will lead to a complete road closure. There will be two 
construction periods with the initial period lasting twelve months and a further 
eight months of construction after the arrival of the tunnel boring machine.  

5.4 The Cremorne Wharf site will allow for the interception of two sewers and will be 
used to receive the tunnel boring machine from the Kensington Olympia car park 
site. There is a need for the excess storm flows to be pumped either to the 
existing sewer network to be treated or to the river (during storm conditions). In 
order to pump the flows, Thames Water will need to upgrade the Lots Road 
pumping station or build a new underground pumping station on the site. There 
could be potentially a connection to the Thames Tideway Tunnel. Construction 
will last for three and a half years.  

5.5 In all the sites there will be permanent structures left: an electrical kiosk and 
ventilation columns and structures. Access to the sites will be needed for 
maintenance. 

5.6 The final response to the consultation from the Council covers the following 
issues: 

 The need for the proposed sewer (section 1) 

 Site selection, route identification and drive strategy (section 2) 

 Alternative sites (section 3) and proposed sites (section 4) 

 Issues common to all sites (including planning designations,       
environmental assessments, cumulative impact, equality impact assessment 
and capacity of the scheme) (section 5) 

 Impact of the project on transport, noise and air quality, land quality, 
ecology, flood risk and other planning considerations such as heritage 
(throughout section 4) 

 All of the above includes consideration of the impact on local residents and 
businesses. 

5.7 Thames Water are engaging the public through press releases, letter drops, 
contact with residents associations, door knocking, roadshows and a social 
media campaign. 

6. OPTIONS AND ANALYSIS  

6.1 The following options are available: 

 Approve the Council’s response to the consultation as attached in Appendix 
1; 
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 Approve the Council’s response to the consultation as attached in Appendix 1 
with amendments; 

6.2 Not approving the Council’s response is not considered a reasonable option as 
this would not enable the Council to protect the residents’ amenity and minimise 
the impacts of the project.  

 

7. CONSULTATION 

7.1 The draft response was discussed at the Public Realm Scrutiny Committee 
meeting on the 26th November 2014 and at the Planning Policy Board meeting 
on the 10th December 2014. 

7.2 Internal consultation of the draft report took place from the 11th December 2014 
until the 19th January 2015. The implications reported back are highlighted in the 
sections below. 

8. EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

8.1 An Equality Impact Assessment should be carried out by Thames Water to 
assess the impact on residents similar to the Environmental Impact Assessment 
suggested for impacts on Ecology. This is needed to ascertain the impact the 
projects would have on residents and people working and living nearby (i.e. 
noise, safety, accessibility etc.). 

8.2 In our response, we have asked Thames Water to provide an Equality Impact 
Assessment for the next consultation (phase 2). 

9. PROPERTY IMPLICATIONS  

9.1  Cremorne Wharf is Council owned and it is paramount not to blight any potential 
future use. Property Services officers are in dialogue with Thames Water to 
ensure this. 

10. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

10.1 The Council’s comments are provided without prejudice to further comments on 
the phase 2 consultation and without prejudice to any future determination of any 
associated planning application. As standard, such a planning application would 
be determined in accordance with the Development Plan unless material 
considerations indicate otherwise as required by Section 38(6) of the Planning 
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 

11. FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS 

11.1 The Planning and Borough Development Service Group is leading on the flood 
related matters within the Borough. This work is being funded via the Lead Local 
Flood Grant allocation. There are no direct financial implications expected. 
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Jonathan Bore 

Executive Director of Planning and Borough Development 

 

 

Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) – Background papers used in the 
preparation of this report 

Appendix 1 – The Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea response to the 
Counters Creek Storm Relief sewer phase 1 consultation 
 
Contact officer(s): Patricia Cuervo, Senior Flood and Water Management Officer, The 
Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, email: Patricia.Cuervo@rbkc.gov.uk, 
telephone: 020 7341 2605. 
 

 

Cleared by Finance (officer’s initials) AS 

Cleared by Legal (officer’s initials) SL 
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